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INSIDE  N.I. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


May,  1993  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  applied  for 
membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  July  1,  1993,  their  membership 
will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2415  William  H.  McDonald,  P.  O.  Box  956,  Station  B,  Willowdale,  Ontario, 
Canada  M2K  2T6  — (Dealer  in  Numismatic  Literature) 

2416  Dr.  Albert  Bradshaw,  116  Aulden  Grange,  Old  Coolock  Lane,  Santry, 
Dublin  17,  Ireland  — (Musical  Coins  & Tokens) 

if:  if:  jfj  5f< 


DONATIONS  REPORT: 


We  have  received  the  following  donations  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Donation 


Preference  of  Use 


CARMACK,  David 
FRALEY,  Marvin  L. 
SULLIVAN,  Donald 


$25.00  Cash 
1 1 Coins  (NVS) 
$30.00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  The  following  books  have  been  purchased  by  the  NI  Library: 

JK50.HafW:1984:MTT 
HAFNER,  WALTER 

Lexicon  of  the  Maria  Theresien  Taler  1780.  (In  German  and  English 
along  with  a supplement  on  how  to  find  a taler  in  the  Lexicon.) 

Pub.  1984,  about  100  pages,  illus. 

QB30.QuiA:R992:PM 

QUIGGEN,  ALISON  HINGSTON 
A Survey  of  Primitive  Money 
1992  reprint  of  1949  work,  344pp,  illus.  w/plates. 

II.  Our  thanks  to  David  E.  Seelye  for  his  generous  donation  of  numismatic  material 
to  the  NI  collection. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 
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FROM  THE  EDITOR’S  DESK 


For  the  past  few  months  our  supply  of  originally  written  articles  has  been  dwindling 
faster  than  they  are  being  replaced  with  new  material.  We  are  always  appreciative 
of  the  regular  contributors  who  have  been  sending  material  on  a continuing  basis  and 
hope  that  they  will  continue  their  support  of  the  publication  in  the  future.  This  brings 
us  to  addressing  the  numerous  members  who  checked  the  "Yes"  column  to  the 
question  on  the  membership  application  blank  - "Will  Write  Numismatics 
International  Bulletin  articles." 

While  a few  of  the  newer  members,  such  as  Bob  Forrest  and  Devendra  Handa,  have 
contributed  material  on  a regular  basis,  there  are  many  of  you  that  have  not  submitted 
material  to  date.  We  apologize  for  not  writing  individually  to  each  of  you  who 
answered  "YES"  and  would  like  this  to  be  an  invitation  to  "get  your  feet  wet"  by 
sending  an  article  on  your  particular  area  of  collecting  specialty.  As  to  guidelines  for 
submitting  material,  we  prefer  it  to  be  typewritten  double-spaced  and  illustrated  where 
possible.  Illustrations  are  preferred  in  black  and  white  glossy  prints  and  where 
numismatic  material  is  illustrated  it  should  be  actual  size  if  possible.  When  not 
possible  to  submit  actual  size  photographs,  just  make  notation  of  the  size  and  we  can 
make  the  necessary  adjustments  for  the  finish  photo  in  the  article.  Unless  there  is  a 
need  to  enlarge  or  reduce  a photograph  of  a numismatic  item,  all  items  are  published 
as  close  as  possible  to  actual  size.  Color  photos  will  also  be  accepted. 

If  you  are  using  data  processing  equipment,  a print-out  of  your  article  is  preferred 
over  a floppy  disk,  but  we  will  accept  either.  If  you  want  to  prepare  the  article  in  the 
same  format  we  use  for  the  finish  publication,  we  are  using  1-3/8"  right  and  left 
margins  and  3/4"  top  and  bottom  margins.  The  font  is  Times  Roman  12  Point,  except 
of  course  in  title  lines.  Should  you  need  any  further  information  as  to  submitting  by 
computer  printout,  please  write  me  direct  at  the  address  on  the  inside  front  cover. 

Another  area  in  which  we  are  in  dire  need  is  page  fillers.  These  can  be  anything 
from  a few  lines  to  a full  page.  The  more  variety  in  page  length  size  the  better. 
Some  of  you  have  submitted  extracts  from  old  publications  citing  numismatic  items. 
Our  readers  have  found  these  interesting  and  we  welcome  more  material  such  as  this. 
News  about  new  releases  or  planned  releases  is  also  welcome,  but  many  times  this 
becomes  old  news  by  the  time  it  is  published  due  to  the  long  lead  time  from 
submission  to  publication.  For  example  this  is  being  written  on  April  10th  and  most 
of  you  will  not  receive  the  May  issue  until  mid  to  late  May.  When  photographs  are 
submitted  it  takes  even  longer  as  it  takes  about  2 weeks  minimum  to  send  the 
photographs  off  to  Dallas  to  get  halftone  prints  made  and  returned. 

Our  Book  News  & Reviews  Editor,  Don  Yarab,  also  is  in  need  of  your  reviews  of 
newly  published  numismatic  references.  Please  send  those  reviews  direct  to  him  at 
the  address  on  the  inside  front  cover. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  support  of  the  publication  through  articles  and  fillers. 

Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Editor,  NI  BULLETIN 
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ON  THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  ROMAN  COIN  REVERSES 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 

The  following  letter  from  a Mr.  T.  Row  appeared  in  The  Gentleman’ s Magazine  in 
October,  1767  (Vol.  37,  p.  498): 


Fig.  I 

"The  above  (here  Fig.  1 - see  Note  1)  is  the  reverse  of  a coin  of 
Vespasian,  and  is  copied  from  Oiselius;  a similar  one  occurs  in  Lord 
Pembroke’s  Numism.  Antiq.  Part  HI,  pi.  39,  only  the  exergue  has 
IMP.  XIX. 

Now  as  the  swine  was  an  unclean  animal  to  the  Jews,  who  accordingly 
never  eat  the  flesh,  but  had  a strong  aversion  to  it,  many  suppose  that 
this  coin  was  struck  on  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  by  this  emperor, 
and  in  token  of  the  pollution  and  subversion  of  the  temple.  But  as  the 
exergues  vary  so  much  in  these  coins,  one  exhibiting  IMP.XHI  and  the 
other  IMP.XIX,  these  medals  do  not  seem  to  allude  to  any  particular 
fact  in  this  emperor’s  reign,  but  that  these  reverses  are  to  be  accounted 
for  in  a very  different  manner. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  about  this  time  the  custom  began  for  the 
mintmasters  to  revive,  in  the  devices  of  the  reverses  of  the  coins,  the 
old  fabulous  stories  concerning  the  origin  of  their  state.  See  Addison’s 
Travels , p.183,  et  seq.  where  a medal  represents  the  adventure  of  the 
god  Mars,  with  Ilia,  or  Rhea  Silvia;  and  another  reverse  affords  us  the 
legend  of  the  Wolf,  and  the  two  sucklings  Romulus  and  Rhemus, 
which  occurs  upon  thousands  of  coins  of  the  lower  empire.  And  thus 
I conceive  our  reverse  alludes  to  the  foundation  of  Alba  Longa,  and 
the  designation  of  the  precise  place,  or  ground,  that  city  was  to  be 
erected  upon,  by  the  occurrence  of  a white  sow,  with  thirty  white  pigs, 
according  to  this  of  Virgil: 

Cum  tibi  sollicito  secreti  ad  fluminis  undam 

Litoreis  ingens  inventa  sub  ilicibus  sus, 

Triginta  capitum  foetus  enixa,  jacebit, 
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Alba,  solo  recubans,  albi  circum  ubera  nati: 

Is  locus  urbis  erit:  requies  ea  cessa  laborum. 

Aeneid  III.389;  see  also  Aeneid  VTII.43  et  seq. 

’Tis  true,  the  pigs  are  not  so  numerous  upon  the  coin  as  the  poet 
represents  them,  but  then  they  are  as  many  as  could  well  be  engraved 
in  that  place,  and  the  rest  may  be  imagined  partly  to  precede,  and 
partly  to  follow." 

What  made  this  letter  of  interest  to  me  personally  - aside  from  its  antiquarian  context 

- was  that  it  set  me  thinking  about  some  intriguing  questions  which,  as  a collector  of 
Roman  coins,  I hadn’t  really  given  much  thought  to  before.  Readers  of  the  NI 
Bulletin  may  find  the  issues  of  interest  too. 

By  way  of  some  background  information,  "Oiselius"  refers  to  a magnificent  old  tome 
with  the  abbreviated  but  still  imposing  title  of  Thesaurus  Selectorum  Numismatum 
Antiquorum.  It  was  published  by  Jacob  Oiselius  in  Amsterdam  in  1677.  Being  in 
Latin,  the  would-be  reader  is  advised  to  go  dictionary  in  hand  if  he/she  wants  to  delve 
into  a library  copy.  It  is  also  advisable  to  take  a duster,  as  the  chances  are  that  no 
one  else  will  have  used  the  book  for  at  least  a century!  The  work  by  Lord  Pembroke 

- only  marginally  less  dusty  - is  the  Numismata  Antiqua  of  Thomas  Herbert,  the  8th 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  published  in  London  in  1746.  Addison’s  Travels  refers  to  the  poet 
and  essayist  Joseph  Addison’s  Remarks  on  Several  Parts  of  Italy  &c  in  the  Years 
1701,  1702,  1703,  first  published  in  London  in  1705.  There  are  many  later  editions 
of  this  work,  thus  many  possible  page  references,  but  those  interested  in  pursuing  this 
fascinating  antiquarian  chase  will  find  the  relevant  material  in  the  section  on  Rome. 


Figs.  2(a)  and  2(b)  are  the  illustrations  in  Addison  referred  to  by  Mr.  Row.  They  are 
bronze  asses  (Note  2)  of  Antoninus  Pius.  The  significance  of  the  former  is 
immediately  obvious,  for  it  alludes  to  such  a familiar  story  - that  of  Romulus  and 
Remus  being  suckled  by  the  wolf.  But  what  of  Fig.  2(b)?  (The  legend  gives  us  no 
clue,  being  merely  an  indication  of  the  date  of  minting.)  I suspect  that  most 
collectors  of  Roman  coins  are  like  me  - their  knowledge  of  Roman  mythology  is 
insufficient  to  pin-point  the  significance  of  this  coin  without  help.  Fortunately,  there 
is  plenty  of  help  at  hand,  for  if  one  looks  up  this  coin  in  David  Sear’s  Roman  Coins 
and  their  Values , or  in  that  earlier  classic,  Harold  Mattingly  and  Edward  Sydenham’s 
Roman  Imperial  Coinage,  or,  for  that  matter,  in  Addison’s  essay  or  the  even  earlier 
tome  of  Oiselius,  one  finds  the  same  interpretation,  that  referred  to  by  Mr.  Row  in  his 
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letter,  viz.  that  the  coin  represents  the  god  Mars,  spear  and  shield  in  hand,  descending 
through  the  air  towards  Rhea  Silvia,  who  is  reclining  asleep.  Older  dictionaries  of 
mythology  tell  us  that  Mars  "surprised"  Rhea  Silvia  whilst  she  slept;  Mr.  Row  refers 
to  Mars’  "adventure"  with  her.  We  today  would  not  beat  about  the  bush,  and  would 
say  he  raped  her.  But  whatever  word  usage  we  adopt,  the  coin  is  neatly  explained. 
(Incidentally,  the  result  of  this  liaison  was  the  birth  of  Romulus  and  Remus,  so  that 
Fig.  2(b)  is  something  of  mythological  prelude  to  Fig.  2(a).) 

I found  myself  wondering  about  the  origins  of  this  corpus  of  knowledge  that  we 
Roman  coin  collectors  rely  upon.  I wondered  if  David  Sear  himself  had  known  what 
Fig.  2(b)  depicted  when  he  compiled  his  book,  or  whether  he  took  his  lead  from 
somewhere  else,  like  Mattingly  and  Sydenham’s  book;  and  whether  they  knew  what 
it  signified,  or  whether  they  in  turn  had  taken  their  lead  from  somewhere  else,  and  so 
on  down  the  line  back  to  the  first  person  - whoever  it  was  - who  had  the  bright  idea 
of  linking  this  coin  reverse  with  this  particular  incident  of  Roman  mythology.  The 
same  goes  for  a multitude  of  other  coin  reverses,  of  course:  Fig  2(b)  is  merely  a 
sample  case  to  illustrate  the  point.  Our  corpus  of  knowledge  is  built  up  from  the 
bright  ideas  of  an  anonymous  army  of  classical  scholars,  antiquarians  and 
numismatists,  the  fruits  of  whose  labours  we  today  can  take  for  granted,  but  whose 
names  go  largely  unremembered.  There  is  an  almost  forgotten  history  in  here,  and 
it  seems  to  me  a great  pity  that  it  is  almost  forgotten:  it  would  make  a fascinating 
book. 

I found  myself  thinking,  too,  that  though  the  link  up  between  Fig.  2(b)  and  the  story 
of  Mars  and  Rhea  Silvia  is  a "bright  idea",  do  we  actually  know  that  this  was  what 
the  coin  was  supposed  to  represent?  Or  is  the  link-up  actually  nothing  more  than  a 
piece  of  plausible  guesswork?  To  be  sure,  I can’t  think  of  a better  interpretation,  but 
let’s  be  awkward  and  ask  for  "proof". 

I put  this  to  Keith  Sugden  of  Manchester  Museum.  He  said  that  though  he  couldn’t 
be  specific,  he  had  always  believed  that  the  significance  of  many  Roman  coin  reverses 
had  been  deduced  from  corresponding  representations  in  sculpture,  which  followed 
known  set  patterns.  Indeed,  Addison  refers,  albeit  vaguely,  in  his  essay  to  "Bellorio’s 
ancient  Basso  Relievos"  as  a source  of  inspiration  for  some  of  his  interpretations  of 
ancient  coins,  as  well  as  a source  of  illumination  for  some  obscure  passages  of  Roman 
poetry.  For  anyone,  like  me,  curious  to  know  about  the  development  of  our  corpus 
of  knowledge,  Addison’s  essay  is  a good  place  to  start,  being  a fascinating  romp 
through  ancient  authors,  sarcophagus  lids  and  ancient  statuary,  as  well  as  old  coins. 
How  many  Roman  coin  collectors  today  know  that  the  scene  depicted  in  Fig.  2(b)  can 
be  found  described  at  the  beginning  of  Book  3 of  Ovid’s  Fasti,  for  example  ?: 

As  the  fair  Vestal  to  the  fountain  came, 

(Let  none  be  startled  at  the  Vestal’s  name) 

Tir’d  with  the  walk,  she  laid  her  down  to  rest, 

And  to  the  winds  expos’d  her  glowing  breast 
To  take  the  freshness  of  the  morning  air, 

And  gather’d  in  a knot  her  flowing  hair: 

While  thus  she  rested  on  her  arm  reclin’d. 
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The  hoary  willows  waving  with  the  wind. 

And  feather’d  choirs  that  warbled  in  the  shade, 

And  purling  streams  that  through  the  meadow  stray’d. 

In  drowsie  murmurs  lull’d  the  gentle  maid. 

The  God  of  War  beheld  the  Virgin  lye, 

The  God  beheld  her  with  a lover’s  eye. 

And  by  so  tempting  an  occasion  press’d, 

The  beauteous  maid,  whom  he  beheld,  possess’d: 

Conceiving  as  she  slept,  her  fruitful  womb 
Swell’d  with  the  founder  of  immortal  Rome. 

To  read  through  this  description  by  a long  dead  poet  brings  a curious  life  to  the  coin, 
as  well  as  illuminating  the  basic  accounts  to  be  found  in  the  books  of  Sear  or 
Mattingly  and  Sydenham  etc. 

But  getting  back  to  Mr.  Row’s  letter  in  The  Gentleman  s Magazine,  and  the 
interpretation  of  Fig.  1 , let  us  begin  with  the  modern  view.  Harold  Mattingly  (Note 
3)  links  the  sow  and  piglets  of  Fig.  1 with  other  "types  drawn  from  country  life" 
(another  type  shows  a shepherd  with  his  sheep,  for  example,  and  bears  exergual 
legend  IMP.XIIII)  adding  that  "we  seem  to  see  here  the  outline  of  a programme  for 
the  restoration  of  agricultural  prosperity  in  Italy,  of  which  our  scanty  authorities  have 
left  no  detailed  record."  Elsewhere  (Note  4)  he  says  simply  that  "the  exact  reference 
of  the  sow  and  pigs  and  shepherd  types  is  obscure." 

Mr.  Row,  in  his  letter,  mentions  a very  old  interpretation  of  Fig.  1,  a view  actually 
to  be  found  in  Oiselius  (Note  5),  but  apparently  abandoned  today,  namely  that  it  was 
intended  as  a taunt  to  the  Jews  after  the  Judaean  victories  of  Vespasian  and  Titus. 
If  I understand  Oiselius  correctly,  the  taunt  lay  in  the  free  circulation  of  coins  bearing 
the  image  of  a sow  and  her  piglets  in  a land  where  that  animal  was  considered 
unclean,  and  thus  forbidden  to  roam  freely.  Oiselius  actually  goes  further  than  this 
and  reproduces  Fig.  3,  a coin  of  the  emperor  Hadrian  (Note  6)  as  another  type 
produced  with  the  same  intention  of  insult.  He  also  says,  on  the  authority  of 
Eusebius,  that  Hadrian  ordered  a marble  pig  to  be  carved  on  the  facade  of  the  gate 
of  Jerusalem,  presuming  it  to  have  had  the  same  significance  (see  in  Note  5). 


Fig.  3 


Mr.  Row’s  theory  that  Fig.  1 relates  to  the  prophecy  of  the  foundation  of  Alba  Longa, 
as  described  in  Virgil’s  "Aeneid",  was  also  treated  as  a viable  theory  in  Stevenson’s 
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Dictionary  of  Roman  Coins  in  1889,  apparently  falling  out  of  favour  again  by 
Mattingly’s  time.  (Note  7) 

My  own  opinion,  for  what  it  is  worth,  is  that  Fig.  3 is  the  one  that  fits  the  lines  of 
Virgil  best: 

"When  in  an  anxious  time  you  shall  find  lying  by  a distant  river’s 
water  under  holm-oak  trees  on  the  bank  a huge  white  sow,  stretched 
on  the  ground  with  her  thirty  young  which  she  has  just  farrowed,  all 
white  like  her,  gathered  round  her  teats,  that  place  shall  be  the  site  for 
your  city,  and  there  you  shall  find  sure  repose  from  your  tribulations." 

(Note  8) 

What  Fig.  1 signifies,  I wouldn’t  like  to  say,  but  I have  my  doubts  that  it  is  the  same 
as  Fig.  3 

Incidentally,  the  lines  quoted  above  are  precisely  those  which  Colin  Kraay  invokes 
to  explain  the  numismatic  oddity  described  in  my  article  "Curiosities"  in  the  NI 
Bulletin  for  June,  1992  (p.  132). 

The  history  of  Roman  coin  interpretation  is  not  without  its  eccentric  by-ways,  as  I 
found  when  I came  upon  a review  of  William  Stukeley’s  Account  of  the  Medallic 
History  of  Marcus  Aurelius  Valerius  Carausius,  Emperor  in  Britain  in  The 
Gentleman  s Magazine  for  1760  (Vol.  30,  p.  522-5).  Unfortunately,  I haven’t  been 
able  to  see  a copy  of  the  actual  book,  so  the  following  account  is  based  largely  on 
this  review. 

Stukeley,  it  seems,  illustrated  360  different  medals  and  coins  of  Carausius  in  his  book, 
which  he  claimed  to  have  arranged  in  strictly  chronological  order.  This  sounds 
reasonable  enough  until  one  leams  that  he  claimed  to  be  able  to  pin-point,  via  the 
reverse  type  and  legend,  not  only  the  year  but  the  exact  date  in  the  year  on  which 
they  were  struck.  Thus  LAETITIA  AVG  coins  were  struck  on  the  11th  of  February, 
"the  day  of  festivity  to  the  honour  of  Pan,  and  the  genius  of  the  Emperor";  IOVI 
STATORI  coins  were  struck  on  the  13th  of  January;  and  SAECVLARES  AVG  on  the 
21st  of  April.  But  this  is  not  all,  for  Stukeley  believed  that  heathen  mythology  was 
really  a corruption  of  sacred  history,  so  that  Pan  was  really  the  same  as  Joshua,  the 
Judge  of  Israel,  for  example,  and  Hercules  was  really  Adam.  Thus  Roman  coin 
reverses  depict  "the  very  faces  of  the  patriarchs  converted  into  pagan  idols  and 
heroes."  There  are  various  side-issues  in  the  book  too,  it  seems.  Thus  Stukeley 
deduces  that  an  Egyptian  systrum  in  the  British  Museum  may  have  been  used  by 
Abraham  in  Genesis  15.11  to  frighten  away  the  birds  from  his  sacrificial  victims. 
(The  only  snag  with  this  theory  is  that  the  systrum  isn’t  actually  mentioned  in 
Genesis...)  He  also  had  a theory  that  the  word  Easter  was  derived  from  the  name  of 
the  Phoenician  goddess  Astarte,  who  was,  he  argued,  none  other  than  Naamah,  the 
sister  of  the  Biblical  Tubal  Cain  (Genesis  4.22),  who  became,  in  his  turn,  the  Roman 
god  Vulcan!  Getting  back  to  Carausius,  though,  Stukeley  deduced  from  his  coins  that 
the  emperor  had  a wife  called  Oriuna,  hitherto  unknown  to  history.  Unfortunately, 
it  turned  out  that  he  had  misread  the  word  FORTVNA  on  a somewhat  worn  coin. 
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How  he  deduced  that  Carausius  had  been  bom  at  St.  David’s  in  Wales,  I have  no 
idea.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  Edward  Gibbon  acknowledged  his  use  of  Stukeley’s 
engravings,  but  "rejected  most  of  his  fanciful  conjectures." 

Much  less  eccentric,  but  still  controversial,  is  the  deciphering  of  Christian  significance 
from  the  reverses  of  some  Roman  coins. 

The  presence  of  the  Chi-Rho  monogram  on  many  coins  of  the  later  Roman  Empire 
is,  of  course,  of  undeniable  Christian  significance.  But  what  of  Fig.  4,  the  reverse  of 
an  antoninianus  of  Salonina,  the  wife  of  the  Emperor  Gallienus,  who  was  murdered 
with  her  husband  at  Milan  in  AD  268?  The  legend  reads  AVG  IN  PACE,  signifying 
"The  Empress  in  Peace",  an  inscription  which  has,  as  Kenneth  Jacob  says  (Note  9), 
"a  distinctly  Christian  sound  about  it."  Salonina  is  said  to  have  been  a Christian,  but 
whether  or  not  this  legend  does  have  Christian  intent  is  really  debatable. 


Fig.  4 

This  brings  me  to  the  review,  on  p.47  of  the  February,  1993  NI  Bulletin , of  R.  S. 
Speck  and  S.  M.  Huston’s  Constantine’ s Dafne  Coinage  at  Constantinople,  and  in 
particular  to  this  sentence:  "The  Dafne  coinage  type  has  been  described  as  the  first 
overtly  Christian  coin  design  from  a Roman  mint  because  the  reverse  portrays 
Constantine  as  Dafne  turning  away  from  the  symbols  of  the  pagan  religion  (Apollo 
and  Sol)  towards  the  palm,  the  symbol  of  Christianity."  One  of  these  coins  is  shown 
in  Fig.  5. 


Fig.  5 


It  would  be  premature  of  me  to  argue  against  the  booklet  on  the  basis  of  a review,  but 
up  until  reading  the  above  quoted  sentence,  I had  believed  that  this  coin  type  merely 
marked  the  construction  of  the  fortress  of  Daphne  on  the  Danube,  the  seated  figure 
being  a Victory  holding  a palm  (Note  10).  But  the  palm  is  not  necessarily  a Christian 
symbol,  for,  as  Arnold  Whittick  says  (Note  11),  "In  pagan  times  a military  victory 
was  signified  by  the  soldiers  carrying  palm  branches."  After  all,  there  is  a denarius 
of  Commodus  - an  emperor  not  renowned  for  his  Christian  leanings  - which  also  has 
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seated  Victory  holding  a palm  (Note  12a).  Likewise,  pre-Christian  coins  of  Parthian 
and  Seleucid  kings  readily  spring  to  mind  on  which  a Victory  figure  carries  a palm 
(Note  12b).  The  Christian  symbolism  of  the  palm  would  seem  to  be  a development 
of  this  pagan  predecessor,  perhaps  symbolising  the  victory  of  the  Christian  faith  over 
paganism.  But  how  do  we  know  that  the  palm  on  the  Daphne  coins  carries 
specifically  Christian  symbolism?  It  might,  of  course,  but  the  point  is  that  it  might 
not!  I look  forward  to  seeing  Speck  and  Huston’s  arguments  on  this  point. 

It  is  true  that  unambiguously  Christian  symbols  do  occur  on  some  coins  of 
Constantine.  I have  in  my  own  collection  a specimen  of  a bronze  coin  of  the 
GLORIA  EXERCITVS  type  on  which  two  soldiers  hold  between  them  a standard 
bearing  the  Chi-Rho  monogram.  This  is  clear  enough  in  intention.  But  the  palm  is 
rather  more  ambiguous.  To  drive  this  point  home,  I have,  in  my  small  collection  of 
antiquities,  an  old  lead  seal  (Fig.  6)  which  I regard  as  an  object  lesson  in  the 
interpretation  of  symbols.  It  is  probably  Roman,  having  come  to  a dealer  friend  in 
a batch  of  tesserae  and  seals,  but  it  may  be  medieval,  it  is  difficult  to  be  sure.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  there  are  times  when  I look  at  it  and  see  the  well-known  fish  symbol 
of  Christianity  (Note  13).  My  imagination  even  stretches  to  clandestine  gatherings 
and  threats  of  martyrdom.  But  then  I come  down  to  earth  with  a bump  when  I realise 
that  the  seal  could  just  as  easily  be  the  commercial  emblem  of  a medieval 
fishmonger! 


Fig.  6 


Notes. 


1.  A silver  denarius  (actual  diam.  c.l8mm),  but  of  Titus,  not  Vespasian?  (=  Oiselius 
p.85  & pl.XVI  no.  11.)  The  IMP.XIX  denarius  is  Vespasian,  though  (=  Oiselius 
p.558  & pl.CXIV  no.  10).  For  modern  listings  see  RIC  109  (Vespasian)  and  RIC  220 
(Titus). 

2.  These  illustrations  are  Addison’s,  reduced  to  approximately  the  actual  size  of  the 
coins.  Fig.  2(a)  = RIC  734  (the  legend  should  read  IMPERATOR  II  S C);  Fig.  2(b) 
= RIC  694. 

3.  Coins  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  British  Museum,  Vol.  2,  p.xli. 

4.  Roman  Imperial  Coinage  (=  RIC),  Vol.  2,  p.7. 


Ill 


5.  Oiselius  p.85.  The  relevant  Latin  reads: 

In  opprobrium  Iudaeorum  post  Victoriam  Iudaicam  Vespasiani  & Titi 
Impp.  videtur  haec  sus  cum  suculis  impressa  quasi  Iudaeis  exprobans 
nunc  etiam  Scrofis  una  cum  suculis  suis  libere  per  universam  Iudaeam 
vagari  & oberrare  licitum;  unde  antea  a Iudaeis  excludebantur.  Sic 
postea  quoque  Hadrianus  Imp.  Suem  marmoream  in  fronte  portae 
Hierosolymae,  Aeliae  a se  vocatae,  quae  Bethlehemum  tendebat, 
exsculpi  jussit,  ut  testatur  Eusebius  in  Chronico." 

6.  Oiselius  p.558  & pl.CXIV  no.  9.  I couldn’t  trace  this  in  RIC,  but  there  is  an  as 
of  Antoninus  Pius  of  the  same  type,  but  with  reverse  legend  IMPERATOR  ESC. 
See  RIC  733. 

7.  Seth  William  Stevenson,  A Dictionary  of  Roman  Coins,  Republican  and  Imperial, 
revised  by  C.  Roach  Smith,  completed  by  F.  W.  Madden  (London  1889),  article 
"Scrofa"  (p.723). 

8.  Aeneid  IE.389  ff,  translation  W.  F.  Jackson  Knight  (Penguin  Classics). 

9.  Kenneth  Jacob  Coins  and  Christianity  (1985),  p.39.  See  also  Stevenson  (as  in 
Note  7),  article  "Salonina"  (p.711). 

10.  Clive  Foss,  Roman  Historical  Coins  (1990),  p.282. 

11.  Arnold  Whittick,  Symbols  (1971),  p.290. 

12.  a)  RIC  666;  pictured  in  H.  A.  Seaby’s  Roman  Silver  Coins  (1979  ed.),  Vol.  2,  no. 
775. 

12.  b)  R.  Plant,  Greek  Coin  Types  nos.  65  and  71. 

13.  Arnold  Whittick,  as  Note  11,  p.241;  Edward  Hulme,  Symbolism  in  Christian  Art 
(1976),  p.l97ff. 
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THE  ANG-TUK 


This  is  a silver  coin  that  was  struck  in  Nepal  for  currency  in  Tibet,  by  the  Newar 
King  Jaya  Bhupatindra  Malla  Deva  in  the  year  816  of  the  Newar  Era,  which 
corresponds  to  A.D.  1696.  Its  name,  Ang-tuk,  means  "number  six",  and  is  derived 
from  the  last  figure  in  the  date  of  the  coin.  The  Tibetans  call  it,  Pa-nying  Tang-ka, 
or  "Old  Nepalese"  coinage.  It  is  also  known  as  the  Dung-tang,  "Spear  Tang-ka",  or 
Dung-tse,  "Spear-point",  from  the  trident  emblem  of  the  Newar  Kings,  which  is 
shown  on  the  coin’s  reverse.  The  coin  is  called  a Mohar  in  Nepal. 

Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher 
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FIVE  AND  TEN  PARA  CURRENCY  IN  THE  REIGN  OF 
SULTAN  ABDUL  HAMID  H 1876-1909  A.D. 


Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie,  Tenafly,  New  Jersey,  N1  # 364 

Abdul  Hamid  II  succeeded  his  half-brother  when  he  was  deposed  on  August  31st 
1876.  The  Ottoman  Empire  had  declared  its  bankruptcy  in  October  of  the  previous 
year. 

Since  the  decree  issued  by  Sultan  Abdulmecid  in  1839  for  the  rectification  of  the 
coinage  and  the  arrival  of  the  new  machinery  for  the  mint  from  England  enormous 
quantities  of  the  copper  bronze  coins  were  struck.  The  coins  of  all  metals  were 
beautifully  executed  and  designed  by  Mr.  Robertson  and  his  colleagues  from  England 
under  the  supervision  of  the  mint  director  Duzoglu  Agop  Celebi. 

The  copper  coins  with  Sultan  Abdulmecid’s  accession  date  of  1255  were  in  five 
denominations,  40,  20,  10,  5 and  1 para,  and  were  struck  in  his  7th  to  23rd  regnal 
years.1  The  next  sultan  Abdul  Aziz  also  struck  similar  copper  coin  except  for  the  1 
para  with  his  accession  year  date  of  1277,  but  only  in  his  1st  and  4th  regnal  years.2 

Then  fourteen  years  later  the  new  sultan  Abdul  Hamid  II  struck  only  the  5 para 
denomination  in  his  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  regnal  years  with  his  accession  year  date  of 
1293.  These  had  a rose-spring  ornament  at  the  right  side  of  the  tughra  on  the  obverse 
(Fig.  I).3 


Fig.  1 

Obverse  and  reverse  5 Para  (copper)  coin,  Regnal  year  3 


It  was  in  his  4th  regnal  year  that  under  a decree  known  as  Meskukat  Karanamesi  free 
coinage  was  suspended  and  1 13,000,000  piastres  of  the  copper  coinage  was  withdrawn 
from  circulation  and  demonetized  in  1880  A.D.  However,  many  of  them  were 
purchased  in  bulk  by  certain  municipalities  and  church  authorities  for  countermarking 


1 Olger  (C).  Ottoman  Coinage  During  the  Reign  of  Sultan  Abdulmecid  Han.  (Istanbul,  1978). 

2 Olger  (C).  Ottoman  Coinage  During  the  Reign  of  Abdul  Aziz.  (Istanbul,  1979). 

3 01?er  (C).  Ottoman  Coinage  During  the  Reigns  of  Sultan  Murad  V and  Abdul  Hamid  II. 
(Istanbul,  1987). 
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(Fig.  2)  for  use  as  small  change4  alongside  paper,5  (Fig.  3)  and  metal  tokens6  which 
were  in  use  at  the  time.7 8  The  shortage  of  small  change  was  further  aggravated  by  the 
declaration  of  war  with  Russia  on  the  20th  April  1877  in  Abdul  Hamid’s  first  regnal 
year. 


Fig.  2 

A 5 para  countermarked  coin  used  in  a Greek  church  or  community. 
The  mark  (^1  ) seems  to  be  an  incomplete  abbreviation  for  a Saint’s 
name,  (?)  Panagia  Kastrou. 


Fig.  3 


A 10  para  paper  token  (1878)  used  in  the  Church  of  St.  John  in  Gedik 
PashalKum  Kapi,  Istanbul. 

To  gain  popular  support  for  this  war  the  sultan  declared  himself  "the  fighter  for  the 
faith  against  the  infidel".  He  was  able  to  persuade  the  ulema  to  state  that  the  conflict 
was  a Holy  War  and  the  chief  Imam  (yeyhulislam ) Hafiz  Hasan  Hayrullah  to  issue  a 
fetva  prior  to  July  1877  conferring  upon  the  sultan  the  title  of "Ghazi"? 


4  Mackenzie,  K.  and  Lachman,  S.  Countermarks  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  1880-1922.  (London, 
1974). 

5 Mackenzie  (k).  "Ottoman  Empire  Church  Token  Currency",  The  Numismatist,  (February  1973, 
P-197). 

6 "Greek  Church  Tokens  From  an  Anatolian  Village"  (1888),  Nl  Bulletin,  (February  1993,  pp.31- 
32). 

7 kolerkilig  (E).  Osmanli  Imparatorlugunda  Para.  (Ankara,  1958). 

8 Terms:  "ulema"  = the  doctors  of  Muslim  canon  law,  tradition  and  theology. 

”§eyhulislam"  = the  head  of  the  hierarchy  of  the  ulema. 

"fetva"  = a written  answer  to  a legal  question  issued  by  the  §eyhulislam. 

"ghazi"  = defender  of  the  faith,  warrior  fighting  on  behalf  of  Islam. 
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A special  medal  had  been  struck  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  the  date  1294, 
and  this,  like  his  coins,  had  a rose-sprig  at  the  side  of  the  tughra  on  the  obverse.9 10 


This  medal  was  quickly  re-issued  with  the  same  date  but  the  title  of  El  Ghazi  at  the 
side  of  the  tughra  (Fig.  4). 10 


Fig.  4 

Second  issue  of  the  "Rusya  Muharebesi" 
medal  1294.  The  ribbon  is  red  with 
green  borders. 


Consequently  the  coins  had  to  be  redesigned  to  embody  the  new  title,  this  didn’t 
appear  until  some  gold  coins  were  struck  in  his  6th  regnal  year,  but  was  standard  for 
all  coins  from  his  7th  regnal  year  onwards.  However,  an  exception  occurred  in  the 
Empire  when  Muhammad  Sadiq  Bey  included  the  title  in  a three-line  legend  on  silver 
and  gold  coins  struck  at  the  Tunis  mint  with  the  date  1294  and  later. 


9 Ol9er  (O).  op.cit.  1987,  p.  30. 

10  Pere  (P).  Osmanli  Madeni  Paralar.  (Istanbul,  1968). 
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The  next  event  at  the  Constantinople  mint  happened  in  his  11th  regnal  year  (1886 
A.D.)  and  is  of  special  interest.  Patterns  for  the  5 para  and  additionally  the  10  para 
in  copper  were  struck  with  his  title  El  Ghazi  and  the  tughra  on  the  obverse,  but  were 
never  released  (Fig.  5). 


Fig.  5 

Patterns  for  the  5 & 10  para  copper 
coins,  regnal  year  //. 

Then  fourteen  years  later  in  Abdul  Hamid’s  25th  regnal  year  a decision  was  reached 
to  alleviate  the  chronic  shortage  of  small  change.  Entirely  new  designed  coins  for  the 
10  and  5 para  denominations  were  struck  in  nickel  (10%  silver  and  90%  copper) 
which  of  course  had  his  title  beside  the  tughra  (Fig.  6).11 


Fig.  6 

A 10  para  nickel  coin  of  regnal  year  25. 


Krause/Mishler/Bruce  et  al.  SCWC,  20th  edition.  (Iola,  1993). 


TALER  OF  JOHN  SOBIESKI 


John  Sobieski  (John  III,  1676-1696)  is  shown  on  the  obverse  of  this  Polish  Taler. 
The  reverse  has  the  crowned  arms  of  Poland  and  Lithuania  within  a wreath. 
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SOUTH  BALTIC  REGIONS 


The  Teutonic  Order  in  Prussia 


John  S.  Davenport,  Mt.  Dora,  Florida,  NI  #602 
(Continued  from  April,  1993) 

MICHAEL  KUCHMEISTER  VON  STERNBERG  (1414-1422) 

274  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

*MAGST:  MICHAEL:  PRI(M),  as  #264. 

♦MONETA  DNORUM  PRU(CI),  as  #264. 

A.  With  mm.  D. 

N 14  D 52 


275  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

MAGS  - T MIC  - HAEL  - PRI(M),  master’s  arms  with  long  cross. 
MONE  - TA*  DN  - ORUM  - .PR(VCI),  Order  shield  with  long  cross. 
A.  With  Jerusalem  double  cross  on  reverse. 

N 15,  16  D 53 

(Same  type  for  276,277,278,285,287) 

PAUL  VON  RUSDORF  (1422-1441) 

276  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

MAGS  - To  PA  - VLVS  - PRIM,  as  #275. 

MONE  - TA  DN  - ORVM  - PRUCC,  as  #275. 

N 17  D 54 

CONRAD  VON  EHRLICI1SHAUSEN  (1441-1449) 

277  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

MAGS  - T x COR  ADVS  - QVI(NT),  as  #275. 

MONE  - TAJ:  D - NOR(V)M  - PRVS,  as  #275. 

N 19  D 55 
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LUDWIG  VON  EHRLICHSHAUSEN  (1450-1467) 

278  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

MAGS(T)  - LUDW  - ICUS  (D.E.)  - PR(IM),  as  #275. 

MONE  - TA  DN  - ORUM  - PRU(C),  as  #275. 

N 20 

279  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

* MAGST  LVDWIGVS  PRI,  as  #264. 

* MONETA  o DNORVM  PRV,  as  #264. 

N 21  D 56 

HEINRICH  REUSS  VON  PLAUEN  (1467-1470) 

(as  Statthalter) 

280  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

*HINRICVS  o LOCVTENES  o M,  as  #264. 

0 MONETA  o DNORVM  PRV:,  as  #264. 

A.  * above  on  reverse. 

B.  Arms  above  on  reverse. 

N 27  D 57 

HEINRICH  REUSS  VON  PLAUEN  (1467-1470) 

(as  Hochmeister) 

281  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

*MAGST  o HINRICVS  o PRI*,  as  #264. 

9 MONETA  o DNORVM  o PR(V),  as  #264. 

A.  Hohenzollem  arms  above  on  reverse. 

B.  Order  shield  above. 

N 28 

HEINRICH  REFFLE  VON  RICHTENBERG  (1470-1477) 

282  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

*MAG(I)ST  HINRICUS  Q(UART),  as  #264. 

♦MONETA  DNORUM  PRU,  as  #264. 

A.  With  DOMI  for  DNORUM. 

B.  With  * over  shield. 

C.  With  arms  over  shield. 

D.  With  h over  shield. 

N 29  D 58-60 
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MARTIN  TRUCHSESS  VON  WETZHAUSEN  (1477-1489) 


283  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

* MAGIS(T)  MARTINU(S)  P(RIM),  as  #264. 

* MONETA  DNORU(M)  P(RU),  as  #264. 

A.  With  M over  shield. 

B.  With  clover  over  shield. 

N 30  D 61-62 


JOHANN  VON  TIEFEN  (1489-1497) 


284  SCHILLING,  n.d. 

* MA  * GIS:  * IOH  * (IS):  P(RV),  as  #264  with  long  cross. 
MONE(TA)  DNORUM  P(RUSI)  *,  as  #264. 

N 31  D 63-65 

285  GROSCHEN,  n.d. 

MAGS:  - T.  IOHN  - :S:  DE  T - IFENI,  as  #275 
MONE  - TA  DN  - ORVM  - PRVS:,  as,  #275. 

N 32  D 66-67 


FRIEDRICH  VON  SACHSENQ498-1510) 


286  5 GROSCHEN,  n.d. 

Order  cross  with  four  part  arms 

Madonna  and  child  on  half  moon  in  rays.  Saxon  arms  below. 
N 33  Schulten  683 

287  GROSCHEN,  n.d. 

MAGI  - STER  - FRID  - ICVS,  as  #275. 

MONE  - TA  DN  - ORUM  - PRUS,  as  #275. 

A.  A heavy  unique  piece  of  10.62  g. 

N 34,a  D 68  Schulten  695-696 
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ALBRECHT  VON  BRANDENBURG  (1511-1525) 
288  2 GOLDGULDEN,  1521 

Standing  madonna,  eagle  arms  above,  small  Order  cross  below. 
Eagle  on  Order  cross. 

Schulten  698 


289  GOLDGULDEN,  n.d. 


MO:  AV.  - NO:  MA.  - GNERA.  - PRVSI.,  master’s  arms  on  cross,  four 
shields  in  angles. 

ADIVVA.  O.  VIRGO  - RES.  TVA.  AGITVR,  madonna  and  child  in  rays. 

N 36  D 11-49  Fried.  4 Schulten  699 


290  1/2  TALER,  1520,  1521  (16  Groschen) 

^ALBERTVSC  DEI:  D^? MARCH  I KJBRANDE,  madonna  and  child  in  rays. 
+ HONOR.  MAGISTRI.  IVSTICIAM.  DILIGIT.,  date,  master’s  arms  on  cross. 
N 37  D 11-47  Schulten  702 
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ALBERTVS.  DEI.  GRAQf  M ARCHIO.  BRANDE,  madonna  and  child  in  rays. 
+ HONOR.  MAGISTRI.  IYSTICIAM.  DILIGIT.,  date,  master’s  arms  on  long 
cross. 

Klippe  of  both  dates.  Also  struck  in  gold. 

N 38 


292  GROSCHEN,  1512-1520 


ALBERT(V)S.  D.  G.  MGR.  GENERALIS:,  eagle  with  shield  on  breast. 
SALVA  - o NOS  o - DOMIN  - A o,  date,  master’s  arms  on  long  cross. 
1512-1519  Gothic  script;  1519-1520  Latin  script. 

A.  Two  dots  above  shield  on  reverse  1520,  1521. 

Klippe  of  1520. 

N 35  D 11-48  Schulten  706,7 
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GROSCHEN,  1521-1525 


ALBER  - T'o  D*  G*-M.  GNE  - RALIS,  eagle  with  shield  on  breast  on  long 
cross. 

SALVA  - * NOS  * - DOMI  - NA,  date,  master’s  arms  on  long  cross. 

N 40  D 75  Schulten  709 


(This  is  the  final  installment  of  this  series  which  started  June,  1991.) 
******************************************************************** 
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BOOK  NEWS  &i  REVIEWS 


EARTH  TO  HEAVEN:  THE  ROYAL  ANIMAL-SHAPED  WEIGHTS  OF  THE 
BURMESE  EMPIRE.  By  Donald  and  Joan  Gear.  This  work  is  the  result  of 
collections,  surveys,  inquiries,  and  a preliminary  monograph  (unpublished)  pre- 
pared in  Burma  between  1957-60  and  1970-73.  It  was  later  supplemented  by 
extensive  bibliographic  investigations.  The  book  measures  6.3  x 9 inches,  and 
contains  310  pages,  69  black  and  white  photographs,  130  black  on  white  diagrams, 
four  maps,  and  24  tables.  Available  from  Donald  and  Joan  Gear,  Twinstar, 
Cunningham  House,  Westfield  Lane,  Harrow,  HA3  9ED,  United  Kingdom.  Price 
is  £38.00  plus  packing  and  shipping  (Registered  postage  and  packing  by  surface  (2- 
3 months):  £1.50.  By  Air:  Europe  and  Israel  £7.50;  Canada,  U.S.A.,  and  Hong 
Kong  £10.20;  India,  Pakistan,  SE  Asia,  and  Australia:  £11.30;  China  and  New 
Zealand:  £12.90). 

Animal-shaped  weights  of  Burma  (Myanmar)  have  been  used  since  antiquity  to  weigh 
commodities  used  in  daily  living  and/or  precious  metals  used  as  a form  of  money  in 
barter.  This  hardcover  book  contains  new  and  original  information  of  Burmese  culture, 
and  the  origin  of  the  rare,  royal,  animal-shaped  weights  of  the  ancient  Mon  and  Burmese 
Empires. 

Approximately  one-half  of  this  work  is  devoted  to  the  physical  characteristics  of  the 
weights,  their  style  changes,  their  classification  and  the  reasons  for  each,  and  their 
chronology.  The  methods  of  manufacture,  standardization  (or  lack  thereof),  and  their 
usage  is  recorded  in  detail  with  the  ample  use  of  footnotes.  The  origin  of  the  binary  and 
decimal  mass  scales  are  discussed-both  are  used  in  the  region-and  the  rationale  behind 
the  changes  in  the  mass  unit  and  the  mass  ranges  are  delved  into  by  the  authors.  An 
attempt  is  made  to  relate  these  changes  to  similar  changes  in  various  kinds  of  ingot  and 
cowery  currencies. 

About  one-third  of  the  book  deals  with  the  remote  origins  of  the  shape  motifs  and  the 
possible  trade  routes  that  allowed  these  Burmese  weights  to  be  influenced  by  artifacts 
and  or  cultural  symbolism  from  such  diverse  cultures  as  the  Steppe  Nomads,  the 
barbarians  of  Western  China,  the  Sakas  of  Northern  India,  and  the  Northern  Thai  along 
with  certain  aspects  of  the  Mesopotamian  culture. 

The  final  segment  of  this  work  investigates  the  religious  and  other  symbolic  meanings 
given  to  the  weight  shapes  and  their  associations.  In  particular,  this  book  will  be  useful 
to  the  historian,  the  oriental  numismatist,  the  art  historian,  and  others  who  seek 
enlightenment  through  the  study  of  ancient  cultures. 

The  authors  have  kindly  donated  a copy  of  their  work  to  the  NI  Library. 

Reviewed  by  Robert  W.  Richter. 
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INDIAN  NUMISMATICS , HISTORY,  ART,  & CULTURE  (ESSAYS  IN  HONOUR 
OF  DR.  PARMESHWARI  LAL  GUPTA).  Edited  by  D.W.  MacDowall,  Savita 
Sharma,  and  Sanjay  Garg.  Published  in  two  volumes.  Available  from  Agam 
Prakashan,  34  Central  Market,  Ashok  Vihar,  Delhi,  110  052,  India.  Price  is  Rs2000 
(Indian  currency). 

At  the  beginning  of  both  volumes,  under  the  heading  of  "Personalia,"  is  a biography  of 
Dr.  Parmesh  wari  Lai  Gupta  and  a pictorial  panorama  of  his  life.  There  is  also  a recitation 
of  the  citations  Dr.  Gupta  received  from  the  Royal  Numismatic  Society  in  1977  and  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  in  1988.  Thereafter,  a bibliography  of  Dr.  Gupta's  works 
is  presented.  Following,  under  the  heading  "Reminiscences,"  a few  words  from  the  late 
C.H.  Biddulph,  the  late  A.L.  Basham,  and  Krishna  Deva  are  added.  After  the  26 
numismatic  essays,  1 1 essays  related  to  Indian  history,  art,  and  culture  follow. 

The  26  articles  related  to  numismatics  are  as  follows:  1.  "Punch-marked  Coinage  of 
Kosala-Towards  a Classification"  by  T.R.  Hardaker;  2.  "Silver  Punch-marked  Coins 
from  Magadh-An  Unknown  Type"  by  S.  Sharma;  3.  "Coins  in  the  Reconstruction  of  the 
Political  History  of  Ancient  Bihar"  by  B.P.  Sinha;  4.  "Local  Coinage  of  Vaisali"  by  A.K. 
Jha;  5.  "Coins  from  Eran  Excavations:  A Chronological  Analysis"  by  K.D.  Bajpai;  6. 
"Coins  from  Mir  Zakah  in  Private  Collections"  by  O.  Bopearachibelki;  7.  "Three  Dinarii 
of  Tiberius  from  Arikamedu"  by  P.  Berghaus;  8.  "Greek  Monograms"  by  A.H.  Dani;  9. 
"A  Unique  Greek  Coin  from  Afghanistan"  by  R.J.  Hebert;  10.  "The  Geographical 
Distribution  of  Monograms  on  the  Coinage  of  Menander  and  Antimachus  Nikephours" 
by  D.W.  MacDowall;  11.  "Numismatic  Evidence  for  the  Date  of  the  Periplus"  by  J. 
Cribb;  12.  "The  KuShana  Triad-Third  Century  Conflict"  by  C.A.  Bums;  13.  "Kushana 
Coins  in  Bengal"  by  B.N.  Mukherjee;  14.  "Silver  Coin  of  Mahakshatrapa  Prithvisena:  A 
Rejoinder"  by  D.  Rajgor;  15.  "New  Discoveries  in  Satavahana  Coinage"  by  S.  Gokhale; 

1 6.  "Kolli  ppurai:  An  Inscribed  Tamil  Coin  of  the  First  Century  A.D. " by  R.  Nagaswamy; 

17.  "Forgery  of  Coins  in  the  Yadava  Period"  by  C.S. Gupta;  18.  "Vijayanagara  Coins  as 
seen  by  Foreign  Travellers"  by  A.V.N.  Murthy;  19.  "Ninth  Century  Byzantine  Coins  in 
the  Tenth  Century  Hungarian  Finds"  by  I.  Gedai;  20.  "More  Venetian  Ducats  in  India" 
by  N.J.  Mayhew;  21.  "The  So-called  'Arakan'  Mint  Rupees  of  the  Bengal  Sultans"  by  M. 
Robinson  and  S.Goron;  22.  "Four  Indian  Coin  Dies  in  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  Oxford" 
by  H.M.  Brown;  23.  "The  Closure  of  the  Delhi  Mint,  A.D.  1818"  by  S.  Garg;  24.  "The 
Coinage  of  Sitamau  State"  by  K.W.  Wiggins;  25.  "Shroff  Marks  on  Arakanese  Tankahs" 
by  M.  Robinson;  26.  "Ancient  coinage  from  Thailand  and  Burma-Its  Geographical 
Distribution  and  Typological  Development"  by  R.S.  Wicks. 

Reviewed  by  P.  Kumar. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


William  Snyder,  P.  O.  Box  1242,  Cookeville,  TN  38503:  Information  on  error  coins 
available,  and  wanted.  A data  base  of  known  World  mis-struck  coins  is  being  kept. 
Over  1400  different  brockages,  off-centers,  double  strikes,  etc.  are  listed  in  detail.  If 
you  would  like  information  on  the  coins  of  any  country,  or  can  provide  information 
on  any  that  you  own,  or  have  seen  for  sale,  please  write. 

Gerhard  Schon,  Postfach  71  09  08,  W-8000  Munchen  71,  Germany;  WANTED 
FOR  CATALOGING  — ANDORRA  1960/1965  all  patterns  and  mules  of  the  medallic 
issues  by  Hans  Schulman  (25,  50  Diners).  Also  1873  ANDORRAN  private  pattern 
5 Cdntimos  in  bronze  or  nickel,  10  C6ntimos  in  nickel. 

Ralph  A.  Cannito,  P.  O.  Box  304,  Washington,  NJ  07882:  WANTED  - 

Islamic/ Arabic  hammered  silver  coinage.  From  622  AD  to  1900  AD;  especially 
interested  in  rupees,  multiple  and  Nazarana  rupees  of  Afghanistan,  Indian  Princely 
States  and  the  Mughal  Empire.  Also  interested  in  Ottoman  & Persian  Empire  silver 
coinage  and  many  others.  Buying  one  coin  or  a collection.  Dealers  and  collectors 
offers  are  welcome. 

Phil  Wing,  P.  O.  Drawer  58204.  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45258:  British  Coins  Wanted  - 
All  Hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  or  Better.  All  silver  coins  1660-1760  VF 
or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  Better.  Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins. 
Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  See  page  30  of  the  February,  1993  issue  for  rules 
regarding  sending  items  in  for  attribution,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Attribution 
Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address  before  sending  items. 

******************************************************************** 

RARE  NICHOLAS  I COIN 


The  St.  Petersburg  Mint  struck  13  of  these  double  denomination  coins  in  1838.  The 
obverse  has  the  two  headed  eagle  and  the  inscription  for  Nicholas  I (1825-1855).  The 
reverse  has  VA  Rouble,  for  Russia,  and  10  Zloty,  for  Poland. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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